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CERTIFICATiON AND REQUEST 
FOR RELIEF DUE TO EVENTS OF MARCH 11, 2011 JN JAPAN {Page 1 of 2) 



Nonpfovisional Appitoafion Number or ControJ Numbef {if apptioabte i; 
10/574,052 


Patent f^umber (if appiscabfe}: 


First Narrsed inveotot; 

Masayoshf TAKAHASHl et a(. 


Title of invention: 

METHOD FOR COLLAPSING MfCROBUBBLES 



APPLICANT/PATENTEE/REEXAMINATION PARTY HEREBY CERTIFIES AND REQUESTS THE 
FOLLOWING FOR THE ABOVE-IDENTIFIED APPLICATION/PATENT/REEXAWHNATION PROCEEDING. 



1 . FOR PATENT APPLICATfONS AND REEXAMINATION PROCEEDINGS PENDf NG IN THE USPTO AS OF 
MARCH 11 , 201 1 , IN WHiCH A COMMUNICATION FROM THE USPTO !S SOUGHT TO BE REMAILED: 



a. One or mote inventors, an assignee, or a correspondence address (for the applicstion/proceeding) is in 
an area of Japan affected by the earthquake and/or tsunarrsi of March 1 1 , 201 1 . 

b. A reply or response to an Office action {final, non-final, or other), a notice of alfowance, or other Office 
notice {hereinafter coliectiveiy referred to as "Office communication") is outstanding. 

c. The statutory or non-statutory tinrte period set for response has not yet expired. 

d. Withdrawal and reissuance of the Office communication is requested. 

e. it ts acknowledged that if this request is not made within sufficient tirtie so that withdi awal and 
reissuance of the Office communication occur prior to expiration of the statutory or non-statutory time 
pehod {as permitted to be extended under 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a), or as extended under 37 CFR 1 ,SSO{c} or 
1 ,956), this request may not be granted. 

f. The need for the reissuance of the Office communication was due to the effects of the earthquake 
and/or tsunar^ii of March 1 1 , 201 1 . 

g. This request is being sent via EFS-Web or by mail directed to Maii Stop Petition, Commissior^er for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 



2. FOR PATENTEES WHO WERE UNABLE TO TIMELY PAY A PATENT IVlAiNTENANCE FEE DURING THE 
SiX-MONTH GRACE PERiOD FOLLOWING THE WINDOW TO PAY THE MAfNTENANCE FEE; 



a. The ot tginai window of time to pay the maintenance fee without the surcharge required by 
37 CFR 1 .2Q{h) expired on or after March 1 1 , 2011 . 

b. The delay in paying the fee was due to the effects of ^e earthquake and/or tsunami of March 1 1 , 2011 

c. The USPTO is requested to sua sponte waive the surcharge in 37 CFR 1 .20(h) for paying a 
maintenance fee during the six-month grace pehod following the window to pay the maintenance fee. 

d. This request and payment of tiie maintenance fse during the si.K-month grace period foiiowtng the 
windovv to pay the maintenance fee is being maiied to; Director of the United States Patent and 
Trademark Office, Attn; Maintenance Fee, 2051 Jamieson Avenue, Suite 300, Alexandria, VA 22314; or 
being transmitted via facsimile to; 571-273-6500. 
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3. FOR PATENTEES WHO NEED TO FILE A PETITION TO ACCEPT A DELAYED MAINTENANCE FEE 
PAYMENT UNDER 37 CFR 1 .378(c); 

a. The maintenance fee payment was required to iiave been paid after March 10, 201 1 . 

b. A petition under 37 CFR 1 .378(c) (using USPTO fof rn PTO/SB/65 ~ Petition to Accept Unintentionaiiy 
Delayed Payment of Maintenance Fee fn an Expired Paieni (37 CFR 1.37S(c))) is being promptly filed 
accompanfed by the applicable maintenance fee payment {but not the surcharge under 37 CFR 1 .20{i)). 

c. The delay in payment of trie rnainteriance fee was due to the effects of the earthquake and/or tsunami of 
March 11. 2011. 

d. The USPTO is requested to sua sponie waive the surcharge in 37 CFR 1, 20(f) for accepting a delayed 
maintenance fee payment. 

e. It is acknowledged that the petition to accept a delayed maintenance fee payment under 

37 CFR 1.378(c) must be filed by March 1 1 , 2012, in order to be entitled to a waiver of the surcharge 
under 37 CFR 1.20(f). 

f . It is acknowledged that the petition to accept a delayed maintenance fee payment under 

37 CFR 1.378(c) must be filed within twenty-four months from the expiration date of the patent. See 
3SU.S.C 41(c). 

g. This request and the petition to accept a delayed maintenance fee payment under 37 CFR 1 .378(c) is 
being submitted via EFS-VVet) or by mat] directed to Mail Stop Petition, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. 

Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 

4. FOR NONPROVISIONAL PATENT APPLiCATlONS FILED WITHOUT AN EXECUTED OATH OR 
DECLARATION OR PAYMENT OF THE BASIC FILING FEE, SEARCH FEE, AND/OR EXAMINATION FEE: 

a. The nonprovistonal patent application was filed on or after Mardi 11, 201 1, and prior to Apnl 12, 201 1 . 

b. The late filing of the of^th or ^^en.i.nS'nii u--^- ^ r-^ ;ii;nq !ee search fee. or examination fee was due to 
the effects of the earthquake and.'or tsunamt of March 11 . 2011 , 

c. The USPTO iS iequeiic: -:uj sp^mc .v.;:vn tn,^ ^^ncb-^-gxi set forth fn 37 CFR 1.16(t) for the late tiling 
oi the oath or declaration or basic tiling lee search fee. and/or examination iee 

d. This request, together wfth ttte executed oath or declaration or the basic filing fee, seaich fee, or 
examination fee, as well as the reply to the Notice to File Missing Parts, fs betng submitted via EFS-VVeb 
or by mail directed to Mail Stop Missing Parts, Commissioner for Patents, P.O. Box 1450. Aloxafidna, 
VA 22313-1450. 



/David M. Ovedovitz/ 
Signature 201 1 .04.08 1 4:3 1 :44 -04'00' 


April 8, 2011 


SSrvo^d, Oavid Ovedovitz 


Practitioner AK 
Registration f^umber ^'-'t 


Atotg, 'i-ge>!3tues. ot a'' me ,'^\,-entzts. § * 41 (h) applicants or assignees of record of the entire mteKst or Shsir represmtattve(s), or 
t'^e\^ni"'at,or rt-qut-s'.ers 3! the 3r>!. tfa/ swge 3' t- ivwired m accordance with 37 CFR 1.33 and il. 18. Ple&se see 37 CFR 1.4(d} fat the farm 
oftnp o.L;'-=.L„e r>ecesra,v s^i'"-„i f^.'to'e 'o'/rs foi more tnan orte sisnature, s&ebelm* 


12 ^Tn!a[ ot ^ forms sto SfibmittefJ 



